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Recent Trends, Pursuits & Recovery Efforts



• The Border Threat 

– ZETA Threat 

– Stolen Vehicle Incidents

– Increased Kidnappings and Ransom Cases in US

– Increase in Vehicle Pursuits

– DPS AVIATION Support

Overview





Violence in Mexico
Body count continues to rise

Juarez

• 2008 – 1609

• 2009 - 2657

• 2010 – 1631 *

• * as of 13Jul10

• ** as of 15Jul10

Mexico

• 6290

• 7724

• 6248 **



Increased Violence

2010 2008 - Present



Vehicle Borne IED 15 Jul 10
Juarez, Mexico
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Drug trafficking is About Commerce



Starr

Hidalgo

PRO ACTIVE PATROL OPERATIONS

Aggressive Patrol posture  vs. Reactive:
Lost Loads and Assets cost schedule changes and 
creates disruption up the supply chain and back 
to the production facility.



“Using intelligence, available state assets, and a 
new command and control structure, we are going 
to take back our border from those who exploit 
it.”

Governor Rick Perry

In 2007 Texas State Legislators voted on a budget of $145 M for 
Operation Border Star.  In 2009 an additional $100 M was 
approved for continued operations.

Governor’s Message



Director’s Message

• “There has never been a more significant 
threat as it relates to cartels with human and 
drug smuggling on the border today”

DPS Director.  Steven C. McCraw



REPORTING PERIOD 02/08-06/09

– BIARs (Border Incident Assessment Report) 5559

– Illegal Aliens Referred 3798

– Marijuana Seized 550,501.45 lbs

– Cocaine Seized 1274.70 kg

– Stolen Vehicles                                              620

– Stolen Vehicles Recovered 491

– Currency Seized $11,035,399.05

– Pursuits                                                           490

RGV OPERATIONAL SUCCESS



An un-secure US / Mexico border is a crime 
and terrorism threat

• Confluence of factors:

– Porous US / Mexico border

– Powerful Mexican Crime Organizations dominate 
US drug and human smuggling 

– Urban areas serve as drug trans-shipment and 
retail consumption centers

– Trans-national and regional gangs

 MS-13 / MS-18

 Tango Blast

 Mexican Mafia

 Texas Syndicate

– Former foreign military commandos working for 
Mexican Crime Syndicates

– Increased screening of foreign nationals seeking 
VISAs from countries with known terrorism 
presence

– Increased security and screening at US and 
Canadian air and seaports

– Inadequate Federal funding for local and state 
governments

The Border Threat 



Cartels

Gulf Cartel

Sinaloa Cartel (CGO) 

Juarez Cartel

Gangs

Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13) 

Bario Aztecas (BA)

Mexikanemi Hermanos de Pistoleros 

Latinos (HPLS) 

Texas Syndicate

Texas Chicano Brotherhood  

Tri-City Bombers 

Aryan Brotherhood

Other Drug Trafficking 

Organizations (DTOs)

Terrorists

Al Qaeda and other Sunni Terrorist

Hamas

Hezbollah

Vehicles

Cars

Trucks / Containers

Boats

Aircraft

Communications

Cell Phones (disposable)

Secure Radios

Calling Cards

Internet

Intelligence

Scouts

Sensors

Monitors

Human Sources

Money Laundering

Cash

Gift Cards

Pre-paid Credit Cards

Wire Transfers

Lodging/Storage
Safe Houses

Stash/Warehouses

Crimes Against People
Violent Crime

Human Smuggling

Drugs / Contraband

Identity Theft

Crimes Against Property
Vehicle theft for smuggling

Infrastructure destruction 

Infrastructure denial

Cyber attacks

Property theft / destruction

Terrorism attacks
Explosives

Chemical

Biological

Radiological

Nuclear

Toxic Industrial Chemicals

The Border Threat (cont)

Enterprises Activities Tools



Evolving Operational Capability (cont)

Intent: During Operation BORDER STAR, establish common understanding 
and procedures for operations and operations support activities among all 
agencies committed to improving border security along the Texas-Mexico 
border area by conducting…

Steady State – Normal operations

Enhanced Patrol Operations – Increased LEA presence within 

specified areas for specified periods of time according to 

relevant intelligence assessments

Directed Actions – Short notice, intel-driven, high-intensity, short-

duration activities focused on high pay-off criminal targets like                                  

Ranger Recon, Operation FORDD, DPS AVN Game Cam Task Force



CARTEL DEL GOLFO RECOVERY METHODS



CARTEL DEL GOLFO RECOVERY METHODS



CARTEL DEL GOLFO RECOVERY METHODS



Recent Trends, Pursuits & Recovery Efforts



Recent Trends, Pursuits & Recovery Efforts

Aggressive Patrol Posture

Detect Smuggling Loads between river and 
stash house

D.T.O’s attempt to return inventory back to 
Mexico 

Well coordinated, pre-planned, well
Executed recovery effort

Results in high intensity confrontation 
between US Law Enforcement and 
D.T.O’s



Aborted Dope Deal

• Aborted Load

Recent Trends, Pursuits & Recovery Efforts



Splashdown

• Splashdown

Recent Trends, Pursuits & Recovery Efforts



Air Support / Intel



Air Support / Intel



DPS AVN SAR



Air Support / Intel

TX FUSION

AIRCRAFTDPS COMM

BSOC JOIC



Air Support / Intel



Intel



Air Support / Intel



Caltrops /Spikes

Caltrops – Antipersonnel weapon made of two or three nails 
or spines arranged in such a way that one point is always 
pointing upwards from a stable base. 



Caltrops /Spikes



Officer Awareness

Caltrops /Spikes

• Death Race



Airplane Smuggling



Airplane Smuggling



What to Do?

Increase pressure:
•Task force, Local, State, and Federal
•Operation FORDD
•Air and Marine support

Preventative measures:
•Barricades 
•Choke points



Aircrews are still cops at heart



Threats Against DPS Aviation



Threats Against DPS Aviation



Threats Against DPS Aviation



Threats Against DPS Aviation



Threats Against DPS Aviation



Impact from April 2006 – December 
2009

• Marijuana = 3,956,337 lbs

• Cocaine = 49,863 lbs

• Heroin = 693 lbs

• Meth = 3,031 lbs

• Total Street Value = $4,912,509,555

• Cash = $105,053,805

• IA Referrals to BP = 42,436



Questions?


